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New York Openings This Week 


Ocklahoma-Broadway, 5/29/51. Touring company of Rodgers & Hammerstein hit, which 
has been on road for eight seasons, will make first Broadway appearance. Jerome 
Whyte reproduced the musical. Ridge Bond, Patricia Northrup, Maurice Kelly, Jerry 
Menn and Mary Merlo are featured. 


Digests of Current Reviews ~ more on back page 


Idiot's Delight-City Center, 5/22/51. Closing bill of City Center's “Spring 
Festival of Comedy” drew mild “pros” from slight majority of daily critics. Limited 
run revival of Robert BE. Sherwood's 1935 Pulitzer Prize winner was panned by News, 
Post, Journal American and Women's Wear reviews for diverse reasons. News and Jour- 
nal American critics considered script as Lunt and Fontanne vehicle minus the stars. 
Latter condemned entire spring season of City Theatre as second rate, mostly because 
“artistic supervisor" Maurice Bvans didn't take an active enough part. All praised 
stars Ruth Chatterton and Lee Tracy except, Rice, Post, who felt that both the script 
and the leads were too shallow. Times and World Telegram & Sun, Eagle and Newark News 
reviewers found the script lively, timely, humorous and meaningful. Coleman, Mirror, 
praised production but thought theme was dated. While Guernsey, Herald Tribune, 
thought still brilliant script outshone poor production. Dash, Women's Wear, placed 
entire blame on Director George Schaefer for dull staging. 


Flahooley-Broadhurst, 5/14/51. Unanimous negative verdict for Harburg-Saidy “ma- 
gical musical” from six weekly reviewers. Once again Baird Marionettes received top 
billing, though Gibbs, New Yorker, admitted he grew tired of all puppets by evening's 
end. Sammy Fain's music received compliments from Billboard and Time critics, but all 
agreed there were actually no hit tunes. Ernest Truex won praise from most, several 
mentioned that he didn't have enough material to work with. Yma Sumac’s unusual ta- 
lents were no clearer to magazine critics than they were to their daily colleagues. 
Variety, Billboard and Cue appraisers blamed overburdened plot for show's failure. 
Hobe, Variety, found it badly organized, but overloaded with imaginative and engaging 
ideas. Show came nowhere near repeating authors success in Finian's Rainbow was the 
critical consensus. Helen Tamiris' dances, Howard Bay's scenery, David Ffolkes* cos- 
tumes rated higher praise than the live elements. Gabriel, Cue, thought that unlike 
most summer musicals it suffers from too much tale. 


Bditorial Pros & Cons 


New York critics may look in envy at the brave Houston Post book reviewer who 
backs his opinions with cashe Carl Victor Little recommends one book a month as his 
"8 Star Special". Readers who buy the book and don't enjoy it, may apply to Little 
for a refunde Recently he invaded theatre field by recommending production another 
theatre critic had panned. No theatre goer took up his offer. New York critics who 
welcomed death of Variety's box score can hardly be expected to adopt scheme of Texas 
colleague. 


News & Notes 


The King and I hunting for 12 year old boy of Oriental appearance, who can sing 
and act..eLouisiana State University presented Darkness At Noon...Producers of My 


Sister Bileen suing “Two Girls Named Smith" TV show for plagiarism. 
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Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them not if they think they will be 


AFFAIRS OF STATB-9/25/50. 


THE AUTUMN GARDEN-3/7/51. 


BELL, BOOK AND CANDLE-11/14/50. 


CALL ME MADAM-10/12/50. 


THE COUNTRY GIRL-11/10/50. 
DARKNESS AT NOON-1 


13/51. 


FLAHOOLEY-5/14/51. 


GENTLEMEN PREFER BLONDES-12/8/50. - 


GRAMERCY GHOST-4/23/51. 


GUYS AND DOLLS~-11/24/50. 
THE HAPPY TIMB-1/24/5 


THE KING AND I-3/29/51. 
KISS ME KATB-12-31-48, 
MAKE A WISH-4/18/51. 


THE MOON IS BLUE-3 il 
THE ROSE TATTO0-2/3 


SOUTH PACIFIC-4/8/49. 


STALAG 17-5/8/51. 


A TREE GROWS IN BROOKLYN=4/19/51. 
TWENTIETH CENTURY-12/24/50. 


*"So-So" means the critic did not state directly if he recommends the show for 
Unless otherwise noted critics voted "Pro". 
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BARD & TVeeeIf Shakespeare tried to make a living from TV, he would starve to death, 
guesses Bergman, Newse The plays wouldn’t seem too old fashioned to sponsors. 
Instead they would be too original and provocative. TV wants and gets only in- 
offensive and dull playlets that lack gutse..Shakespeare's advice against actors 
ad=-libbing applies to TV performers, points out Gross, News. Stick to the script 
and cut out distracting horseplay was good advice 350 years ago and it still is. 


AWARDSeeePhyllis Love, The Rose Tattoo; Logan Ramsey, The High Ground; 2nd 
Frederic Werriner, Getting Married won Clarence Derwent awards of $1000 for best 
supporting performances of season in non-featured roles..eRosemary Murphy and Al 
Hedison chosen by Frederic March for Barter Theatre at mass audition...Kay 
Francis and Basil Rathbone honored by Stock Managers Association for their con- 
tributions to summer theatre. 


COLUMN TIPS..e.A government agent may have joined cast of Broadway musical to check on 
narcotics infiltration in show business, hints Walker...Is Yma Sumac really Amy 
Camus from Brooklyn, asks Kilgallen...New found letters reveal that Shaw had 
secret love affair, reports Winchell. 


POLITICS AND ACTORSe.eJose Ferrer told House Un-American Activities Committee that he 
was never a member of the Communist Party, though through ignorance he allowed 
his name to be used by front organizations...Guys and Dolls actor BeS. Pully cut 
clothes of fellow cast member Tom Pedi when he learned latter marched in May Day 
paradee Sullivan devoted entire column to incident. 


PRODUCERS ADVICE...French play “La Complexe De Philemon” by Jean Bernard-Luc would be 


sure Broadway hit, predicts Durling, Journal American..eNew York ripe for return 
of O'Neill plays, says Morehouse, WT&S. 


FASHION IN THEATRE,..Informal attire must always be proper for theatre going, insists 
Stage editorial. Once theatre going becomes too much of a social ritual it de- 
ters casual, last minute patrons. In an age riddled with petty restrictions, it 
is gratifying to find the theatre opens its doors without obligation for all to 
enjoy the art of the players. 


HELLMAN DILEMMA...Should Lillian Hellman continue in new vein or should she go back to 
writing sure fire melodrama, ponders Chapman, Newse The Autumn Garden, @ fine 
study of characters, should have run much longer than it will. But her melo- 
dramas were long run hits. 


A DOG'S LIFE...eSchedule of drama reviewer, compared to easy life of a radio and TV 
critic, is a dog’s life, admits Gibbs, New Yorker, subbing for Crosby, Herald 
Tribune. While the former can choose any show he wants to view from home, the 
theatre critic must cover every play under the worst of possible conditions. 


Ashton Stevens, Chicago Herald American, being profiled in special Chicago issue 
of “Theatre Arts"...Twenty-three out of town drama critics from seven cities being in- 
vited to attend two Jose Ferrer productions June 4 and 54..Claudia Cassidy, Chicago 
Tribune being profiled by Richard B. Gehman...Sobol, Journal American, collected best 
of syndicated columns in “Along the Broadway Beat” 25 cent bookeseBquity to present 
“Theatre Scrapbook” playlets in NY public schools next fall...Players’ Guide of Equity 
being distributed..eBillie Burke interview show starts on KTTV June 18...Tom Hoier re- 
turned to Kiss Me Kate cast to appear in 1000th performance. 


Ps * Green Room Department ' 
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Theatre News Round Up 


JAMES PROCTOR. eeTheatre press agent and author of “The Man on the Couch" novel 
admitted to ABC Mary Margaret McBride that an enormous number of people on Broadway 
might fit his main character. Show people have to have enormous ego or they would 
never succeéde 


RUTH CHATTERTON.eeIdiot's Delight star is a harsh theatre critic, Hawkins, WT&s, 
discoverede She has chronic insomnia, but if bored in the theatre falls asleep in 
the first five minutes...Sheaffer, Bagle, found out that the star spends much time en- 
tertaining refugee children from a Bronx centereeeRice, Post, nominates the actress 
as one who looks good in slacks. 


JOHN KULLERS.eeActor who was largely responsible for production of five shows, 
but who was maneuvered out of the production picture in each, will produce the Great 
American Drama written by Sylvester, News, when he gets around to ite The latest show 
Kullers didn't produce is Stalag 17. He optioned it just about as soon as the authors 
finished ite Kullers lost it when the production money couldn't be founde Though 
there are a dozen or so small roles that Kullers could play, he wasn't called in for 
the Jose Ferrer auditions. Adding to irony is fact that actor lives next to theatre 
show is housed ine 


Stalag 17-48th Street Theatre, 5/7/51. Another set of split decisions can be 
added to file of “comedy melodrama” of German prison camp life. George Jean Nathan 
and Crisler, Christian Science Monitor, enjoyed play, but found minor faults. Former 
okayed Jose Ferrer directed and produced production, but doubted if any Broadway 
comedy is actually supposed to be “realistic”. Latter found many chuckles, but feared 
pace slackened when authors worried about plot. Brown, SRL, praised all departments, 
including an emotionally involved first performance audience which shouted warnings to 
the actorse Excellent 411 male cast was praised by all. Marshall, Nation, panned en- 
tire production for ringing false on @ gruesome subject. Too many professional rewrit- 
ings may have been the reason. 


Gramercy Ghost-Morosco, 4/26/51. Poor script is why Kerr, Commonweal, and George 
Jean Nathan, feel the John Cecil Holm “ghost-comedy” didn't come off. Kerr believes 
Holm has written a comedy without a situation. The good production and fine acting by 
Sareh Churchill, Robert Sterling and Richard Waring are wasted on a flimsy and uncom- 
promising vehicle. Nathan panned the script which revived all of the ancient jokes 
and routines about ghosts. 


The King and I-St. James, 3/29/51. Double satisfaction of Rodgers & Hammerstein 
musical is that it appeals to the usual moods of the theatre, while at the same time 
sends the customers home feeling that it’s great to be @ human being after all, noted 
Shipley, New Leader. It is a joyous gambol delightfully acted, with gay music and 
merry dances of East and West that rouse hope in these dismal days. 


The Moon Is Blue-Miller, 3/8/51. Popular megazine romance is how Clurman, New 
Republic, classes new F. Hugh Herbert comedy. It is a well acted, slick piece of be- 
musement which may please if you don't worry about ite 


Atkinson, Times, participated in Derwent Awards via mail...Willi Priory to be 
moved to nursing home...Bill Leonard, “This Is New York", opening radio package firm. 
with Len Frank...Christopher Morley working up Alec Woollcott type radio program. 
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